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PROBLEM: WHO/WHOM VERSUS THAT/WHICH

Incorrect Sentence: Laura is the girl that is in my class.
Correct Sentence: Laura is the girl who is in my class.

Why: Who/Whow awe used wheav discussing people.
That/Which awe used whewv discussing things.

PROBLEM: PREPOSITIONS AT THE END OF A SENTENCE

Incorrect Sentence: Laura is the girl who | have a class with.
Correct Sentence: Laura is the girl with whom | have a class.

Why: Prepositions at the end of a sentence cause the reader to-expect
move information to- come at the end of the sentence. Since the
prepositiow iy at the end of the sentence; then there is no- move
informatiow for that sentence; so-the sentence needs to-be changed
inv ovder to-be cleawer.

*Most Common Prepositions Used Incorrectly at the End of Sentences: with, at, in, on, for

PROBLEM: PRONOUN REFERENCES
Incorrect Sentences:

| know that everyone has problems in their life, and they can be very hard to overcome.
Jenny told the group how she would make her sister do things that she did not want to do.

Correct Sentences: | know that everyone has problems in his/her life, and those problems
can be very hard to overcome.

Jenny told the group how she would make her sister do things that Jenny did not want to do.
OR Jenny told the group how she would make her sister do things that Jenny’s sister did not
want to do.

Why: Pronowns generally refer back to-the last subject. Inthe first
sentence exaumple, a couple of clawity issues arise due to-the pronown
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references used. First, “everyone” is singulow, and “their” is plural.
Inovder to-use proper pronouns, “their” must be changed to- “his/her”
(or awvawiation, ewg., “his” or “her”). Also; “they” technically refers
back to-everyone; however, “they” is meant to-refer to- “problems.”
Therefore; “they” should be changed to- “those problems” (using
“those” iy okay becawse “those” iy discussing “problems,” which has
beenw mentioned previously inthe sentence). Inthe second sentence
example, the first “she’” refers to-Jerwy, the “her” also- refers to-Jeruwyy,
and the second “she” refers to-Jevwwy's sister. The second sentence
example iy not techmically incorrect if the last “she” refersto Jenwy's
sister, but the pronoun references used inthe sentence do-raise the
question of whether Jexrwvy forced her sister to-do-things that Jerwy
did not want to- do-or things that Jevwny’s sister did not want to-do-
The questiow iy raised because there ave av great deal of female
pronouwns used invthe sentence. I ovder to- make the sentence
cleawer, the sentence should be changed to-one of the correct
sentence exaumples listed.

PROBLEM: PARALLELISM WITHIN STATEMENTS

Incorrect Sentences:

Eric ran, jumped, and was walking to class.

Terry thought that she would call her friend to discuss John’s personal problems and she
needs help on her algebra homework.

Correct Sentences:

Eric ran, jumped, and walked to class.

Terry thought that she would call her friend to discuss John’s personal problems and that she
needed help on her algebra homework.

Why: Inthe first incorrect sentence exaumple, “roww” and “jumped”
are active past tense verbs, but “was walking” is o passive past tevse
verb: Inovder to- make the first incorrect sentence exaumple correct,
all verbs must be changed to-the saume verb-form. Therefore,
changing “was walking” to- “walked” correcty the sentence: Inthe
second incorrect sentence example; the sentence iy unclear as to-
whether Terry thought that she ov her friend “needed help ovn her
algebra homework.” By changing the sentence to- include the second
“that,” the sentence is made cleawer. The sentence iy cleawer because
the sentence demovutrates that Terry thought that she needed help.

PROBLEM: CHANGE IN PERSON FROM “I” TO “YOU” TO
“ONE”
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Why: Whew reading awvessavy, it iy easier for avreader understond an
essay whew sfhe knows to- whomw or about what the author is
discussing.  If o aunthor chooses to-write wsing “I,” thew the reader iy
lead to-believe that the essavy is about personal opinions ands
thought. Whewn the reader reads o essoy that continually says;, “Yow
must be nice to-others,” then the reader assumes that the writer i
speaking divectly to-the reader. When av sentence like; “One must
realige the importance of being nice;” is written; the reader sees the
sentence as o poink of fact or distance. Whew owv essoy uses move
thaw one persow (“I,” “Yow,” or “One”), several complications conv
occur. First, the writer loses essay credibility invthe eyes of the reader
because the reader iy unsure of whether the writer iy eves suwe of
what has beenv writtes. Second; change ivvpersovw also- causes ov
change invthe mood of the essay and invthe audience of the essoy. Inv
ovder to- awoid complications withy aw essay, the choice of person useds
throughout the paper should remain the same:.

PROBLEM: THESIS STATEMENTS

Why: Thesis statementy are found in the introductory pawragraph
and outline the main pointy of the essay. The thesis statement
showld be v sentence that introduces the purpose of the entire essavy.
A reader should be able to-read the thesis statement alone to-know
exactly what the essay containg.

PROBLEM: TOPIC SENTENCES

Why: Tobic sentences suggest the central thought of a pavagraph.
Topic sentences ave similaw to-thesisy statementy because, asy v thesis
statement suggests the main pointy of awv essay, tobic sentences state
the mainv point of the pawagraph. Topic sentences are generally
found at the beginning of o body pawragraph in ovder to-inform the
reader about the topic to-be addressed inthe pavagraph. Without
tobic sentences; o paragraph is move likely to-be full of rambling,
Juwmbled sentences.

PROBLEM: TRANSITION STATEMENTS

Why: Transition statements awe used to-guide o reader from one
paragraph to-the next. Without transitiow statements; o essoy iy
full of sepawvate pawragraphs that awe united solely by the fact that
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each of the pawagraphy iy included inthe same essary. Inv o effort to-
maintain the flow of the paper, and; in turn; the traiv of thought of
the reader, transitionw statementy are necessawy to-the clawity and
wnity of auv essavy.

PROBLEM: FUNCTION OF A CONCLUSION

Why: Conclusions awe used to-end awv essavy, Le., to- suum up the pointy
of awvessay invavfew sentences. Conclusions also- contovin some
restatement of the thesis. The purpose of a conclusion i o essay iy
to-tell the reader what was just said in the previows paragraphs.
Introducing new ideas into-a conclusion is not o good idea because
new ideas couse the reader to-feel as though the essay is not finished
because there are move pointy to-be addressed.

*Here is the most general outline possible for an essay:
1. The introduction tells the audience what the essay includes.
--The thesis statement is typically found at the end of the introduction.
2. Body paragraphs go more in depth on each topic.
--Topic sentences are used to clarify the specific purpose of the paragraphs.
--Transition statements are used to guide the reader between topics.
3. The conclusion restates the content of the essay.

--The thesis statement is usually restated.

PROBLEM: UNDERSTANDING THE TRUE MEANING OF
REVISION

Why: Revisiov is not just a process of going thwough aw essavy to-fix
only the ervors mawked by the grader. Many graders do- not mawk all
ervory iwavpaper. Moy graders also- do- not mawk all concerns withv
the content of the essay. The process of actuad revisiovw inwolves three
tasks: Rethink, Rework, and Rewrite. The writer should not only
think about the errors marked by the grader, but should also-think
about any other ervorvs found inthe paper and about the content
and flow of the essay. Once the writer has thought about how to-
make covrections, the writer should rework the essay in ovder to-
make sure that any changes do-not change the content or clawity of
the paper inva way that iy uwrwanted by the writer. The process of
revisiorw even inwolves the possibility that the writer should rewrite
party of or the entive essay inv ovder to-correct issues withy content,
clawity, unity, organigzation, and grammar.
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